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"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through
traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation."

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider
community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.

THIS SUNDAY — January 28, 2024
“The Knowledge That God’s Love Gives
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It is unquestionable that the knowledge an
average person in the world today has is
much greater than what even the most

learned people had centuries ago. The
advancements in modern science, particularly in the realm of informatics, have enabled
the common citizens of most parts in the world to have access to all kinds of
information, and this was never heard of until recently.

So nowadays people have a much more accurate idea of what the world and the universe
is like, and the laws governing this material universe. Even so, although it is undeniable
that civilization has brought about a more humane attitude in most people, wars and
cruelty are still rampant in many parts of the world, and the present situation is still
far from the Christian idea of universal love as the fundamental law that governs our
lives.

As much as general knowledge of the world has developed, it is recognized, even by
prominent scientists, that it is always incomplete, and we must humbly admit that
there is still an enormous gap between the known and the unknown for us humans.

There is nothing wrong with wanting to attain knowledge. God put us in this world so
that we would be its stewards, and no good steward can manage the estate properly



without knowledge about it and about the best methods and procedures for proper
management.

In this respect, God has certainly enabled us, through the use of intelligence, to become
better stewards all the time, but there is one point where humanity has mostly failed:
in the way we relate to one another and to the rest of creation.

What God has intended, from the very beginning of our creation, is that we base our
relationships in mutual love. But the source of this love is God Himself. It is through
the love of God that we are given the capacity to love one another, and to love all of
God’s creation.

Attempting to know God with our finite minds has always been a failed attempt. The
finite cannot know the infinite. It is as simple as that.

We can have glimpses of God’s infinite wisdom and love by observing His creation, and
also by observing how the world, despite all the mismanagement that we, as imperfect,
self-centered stewards have implemented, moves forward in terms of general
prosperity, knowledge, and even ethical principles.

The only way in which we may have a better knowledge of our Creator is by letting His
unconditional love become a vital part of our lives. This is what Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior, came to show us in His own life. His way is the Way of Love, and His life
is love-centered, instead of self-centered, so much so, that He even gave His own life for
the sake of love.

Even in our intimate personal relationships, such as the ones we have in marriage, we
become aware of the fact that the more we love the other person, the more we actually
get to know the person.

Our relationship with our God is personal, not because the infinite Creator is a person
literally speaking, but because this is the only way we, as persons, can relate to Him.

As we are known by God in love, we get to know God, not in an intellectual way, but
in a close relationship in which His love becomes manifest in our own lives, and thus,
in our relationships with others and the rest of creation.

Knowing something that others do not may make us feel proud, and we may even show
contempt towards those who lack this knowledge. Priests and theological nerds may



sometimes fall into this dangerous trap and can sometimes even hurt the simple faith

of the people.

This happens when, for instance, due to popular religious beliefs, someone comes to a
priest with an object they cherish to be blessed. That is not the moment to tell this
person that the important thing is that they practice God’s love in their lives, and that
the object they bring can do without the blessing, and it makes no difference to God.

Such an attitude will do more harm than good, because, as St. Paul warned in his First
Letter to the Corinthians, “knowledge puffs, but love builds up.”

Fr. Carlos E. Exposito

Readings for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 1 Corinthians 8:1b-13 Psalm: 111 Mark 1:21-28

CALENDAR

Note: We worship in our historic church. The service will also be on Zoom. The

service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday Morning Prayer at 10:00am are

held in All Saints’ St. Mary Chapel

SUNDAY January 28 The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church
11:30am Annual Meeting in the Parish Hall (preceded by a light lunch

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children
Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am

Adult Christian Formation Meets next on Sunday, February 11 at noon
in the Rector’s Office and the Library

TUESDAY Noon Mass in St. Mary Chapel

THURSDAY Spanish Class on Thursdays, from 1pm-3pm in the Library.

FRIDAY  10:00am Morning Prayer in St. Mary Chapel
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SUNDAY February 4, 2024 The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org
Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children

Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am
Adult Christian Formation Meets next on Sunday, February 11 at noon

in the Rector’s Office and the Library

OUR CORE VALUES:

e Welcoming strangers like old friends

e Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition

e Being dependable members of a caring community
e Respecting each other's differences

e Being faithful stewards of God's gift

e Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego

www.allsaintschurch.org
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